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of the voluntary muscles. The third closely resembles them, except in the slight 
delirium which accompanied it. The fourth case presents the anomaly of the 
tolerable free use of chloroform failing to produce any very sensible effect over 
the system for better or for worse. The second trial with it succeeded better, by 
lessening the natural expressions of pain, without stopping them, while it destroyed 
all recollection of any pain. The by-standers feel as though the patient were in 
pain, and duly sympathize with her, while she herself feels none. 

“The sixth case is rather anomalous. I can easily fancy that it would be far 
more difficult for those who were by, to believe that she was insensible to all that 
was said and done by herself, as well as by others, than it would be for those to 
whom the case is related. The seventh, ease shows the curious fact, noticed also 
by others, of pleasant sights, dreams, or emotions occupying the mind of the pa¬ 
tient while under the influence of this medicine. In the eighth case, the labour 
was unequivocally hastened, I believe, by the inhalation of the chloroform. In the 
condition of the mind it shows some resemblance to the sixth case.” 

The second class comprises seven cases. The results afforded by these fully 
demonstrate the proposition, Dr. Burwell considers, of the possibility of exhibit¬ 
ing chloroform to a point short of causing unconsciousness, or in anywise inter¬ 
fering with the full use of all her faculties, or the full play of the voluntary mus¬ 
cles ; and yet so benumbing the pain as to make it quite easy to be borne. I 
would add that we can anticipate this result, not only in occasional cases, but I 
believe, also, in the large majority of cases. 

“I would be clearly understood, that in all these cases of the second division, 
there were expressions of pain or uneasiness with each contraction of the womb; 
some more and some less; the voluntary muscles were, in all, excited into full 
action, as is usual when chloroform has not been exhibited. I depend upon two 
facts to determine the relief they received; 1st, the contrast apparent to all be¬ 
tween their suffering before breathing chloroform, and that while under its influ¬ 
ence ; 2d, their own declarations of decided relief from its use; and their positive 
assertions that if it be their destiny to have more children, they would be sure to 
have it again. 

“ The fifteenth case was the least satisfactory, in this respect, of any of the 
second class; being the only one which did not call for it after having once 
breathed it, if we happened to be a little dilatory in giving it to them on the re¬ 
currence of a pain, or allowed the sponge to get emptied of it.” 

Case of Puerperal Convulsions treated by Chloroform. By James P. White, M. D.— 
July 18th, 1848. Was requested by Dr. Devening to see Mrs. Brady, then in labour, 
and suffering from a violent attack of puerperal convulsions. 1 found an Irish 
woman, of full habit, in her third pregnancy, the two previous labours having 
been favourable. Dr. D. had been with her but a short time; the convulsive 
paroxysms succeeding each other with great rapidity; the face flushed and pulse 
full. He had bled her twenty or twenty-four ounces with partial relief. As the 
pulse continued full, and the muscular efforts during the fits were violent, I deemed 
it prudent to repeat the bleeding, which was done to about the previous amount. 
On examination per vaginam, the breach was found occupying the superior strait, 
the soft parts dilatable and the pelvis roomy. As the convulsions continued with 
but slight diminution, and the parts were favourable, though the pains were slight, 
it was deemed prudent to proceed without delay to deliver the child. To secure 
the tonic contraction of the uterus, and guard against hemorrhage, two drachms 
of the wine of ergot were given. It occurred to me that chloroform might assist 
in controlling the woman, and lessening the agitation while making the attempt 
to bring down the child. Dr. D. accordingly applied some of Chilton's prepara¬ 
tion to the nostrils, whilst I introduced my fingers into the vagina, and hooked 
them into the groin of the foetus. 

The muscular agitation, which before could not be controlled, now subsided, 
and delivery was effected without difficulty; the uterine contraction continuing to 
be moderate. After applying such restoratives as were requisite to recover the 
child from a state of partial asphyxia, I applied a ligature to the cord, and laid it 
upon the bed. By placing the hand upon the abdomen, it was found to be still dis¬ 
tended. Upon the re-introduction of the finger into the vagina, it came in con¬ 
tact with the arm of a second child, which 1 proceeded to turn and deliver, the 
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patient inhaling the chloroform, and remaining quiet, with tolerably firm contrac¬ 
tion of the uterus upon the hand during the operation. The double placenta and 
membranes were very soon pushed down into the vagina by the tonic contraction 
of the uterus, and were removed by Dr. Devening. Very little hemorrhage fol¬ 
lowed, and the proper bandage being applied, the patient was carefully laid back 
upon the bed. During the entire period succeeding the application of the anses- 
thetic agent, the woman was unconscious and calm, but at no time did we carry it 
so far as to produce stertorous breathing. 

21 st. The patient comfortable, and consciousness entirely restored. She has no 
recollection of anything which occurred during her labour after being seized with 
convulsions. The children are of good size, and doing well. 

25th. From Dr. Devening I learn that the woman has so far recovered as to re¬ 
sume her usual domestic duties .—Buffalo Medical Journal, Sept. 1848. 

Malignant Cholera .—We regret to have to record the fact that this disease, in its 
progress, has reached our country. It has appeared at two remote points: first at 
the Quarantine Station at Staten Island, and next at New Orleans. In both places 
the disease commenced among the passengers of ships, ariving at the above 
mentioned ports. The history of its occurrence at Staten Island is said ( Annalist , 
Dec. 15, 1848) to be this: 

“ The disease first made its appearance on board the American packet ship New 
York, when she was near Cape Sable, on the American coast. The ship had left 
Havre with 345 steerage passengers on board. There was no cholera in that port 
at the time the ship left, and no sickness amongthe crew until the time mentioned 
above, which was sixteen or seventeen days after leaving Havre. The day the 
disease first appeared on the ship, the barometer had fallen several degrees, and 
the weather become much warmer. When the ship reached this port, she had 
on board eight or ten cases, and several had already died. The sick were re¬ 
moved to the quarantine hospital, and the rest of the crew to the storage houses 
belonging thereto. 

“ What is very singular, all the cases occurring among the passengers, have been 
those from Paris, where no cholera existed when they left; while the German pas¬ 
sengers, direct from cholera districts, have been entirely exempt.” 

Since its first appearance the disease has continued to propagate itself up to the 
present time,—one, two, or three cases occurring daily, but exclusively among 
the inmates of the hospitals,—the inhabitants of the Island, beyond the quarantine 
station, being entirely exempt. It has not there exhibited any epidemic character. 
What is very remarkable, also, is, that one-third of the whole number of patients 
at the Quarantine Hospital have been children under 14 years of age. 

In New Orleans the disease is said to have been introduced by a vessel from 
Bremen, and at the latest dates it was prevailing to an alarming extent, as many 
as 201 deaths having been reported from it in two days, (24th and 25th Dec.) It 
has also manifested itself on board many of the steamboats on the Mississippi 
River, and has in this way extended up, it is asserted, as high as Vicksburg, and 
is daily making further progress. It will be something new in the history of epi¬ 
demics in this country, supposing the cholera to be such, should it reach the north 
and east in this way, every epidemic of which we have the history having fol¬ 
lowed an exactly opposite route, commencing at the northeast, and extending to 
the south and west. 


Statistics of the Medical Colleges of the United States for the Session of 1847-48.—It 
will be perceived that the following table is incomplete, but it is as perfect as the 
materials furnished enable us to make it. 


University of Pennsylvania 

Medical College of Harvard University (Boston) 
College of Physic and Surgery (New York) 



No. of 
Students. 
508 

No. of 
Graduates. 

174 



193 

52 

Medical Institute of Yale College 




12 

Medical School of Maine (Brunswick) . 




16 

Vermont Medical College (Woodstock) .. 

Medical College of Castleton (Vermont) • 

Dartmouth Medical College . • 



52 







